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Resurrection Lutheran Church is called by God to reach beyond our walls and share the Good News, 
bringing Christ to the world, through Prayer, Love and Action. 

 

“I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?” (Isaiah 43:19) 
At July’s council meeting, I spoke in my devotions about not liking the phrase “new normal.” it’s not the word “new” that bothers 

me.  It’s the word “normal” that causes me to have a twinge of frustration that won’t go away.  Because I don’t want normal. That 
implies being a “status quo” Christian. I don’t believe we, as children of God, were filled with the Holy Spirit just to live a normal 
life.  We shouldn’t want to settle. Settling has causes churches and denominations to shrink or close. We need to Get Ready for a 
New Reality, Not a New Normal. To do that, we need to: 

1. Prepare for “bridge era” of 12-24 months. We won’t know what our new reality will look like for a while. During this 
bridge era, our mindset is critical because what we will experience is similar to disaster recovery. You will hear things 
communicate over and over again until it set in people’s minds. As we go through all of this, we must provide hope, both 
for the members of Resurrection and for the greater community. 

2. Rethink worship ministry. We’ve started doing this out of necessity by moving to online worship. We will need to 
continue rethinking it, including options for worship (like adding the midweek service), it’s length and the music in it. 

3. Develop MHAGS (Mid Holy Audacious Goals). Long-term vision is dead (for now). Mid-term (short) is what will be 
needed until we know what the new reality will look like. The biggest danger with these goals is being inwardly focused.  

4. Make changes now. The blank slate we have now (thanks to the “corona cover”) won’t last long. If we wait until things 
settle down to make changes, we will have missed our chance. 

5. Begin one or more new virtual, closed-end groups. The Wednesday Bible study grew significantly when we started 
having it over Zoom. We need consider starting a new group that meets digitally for 4 to 8 weeks, possibly moving to in-
person meetings. 

6. Create a plan B contingency budget. Because of the impact of unemployment plus a reduced (or non-existent) new 
stimulus package, most congregations can expect at least a 25% decrease in giving, so a 25% less budget should be 
developed. I’m not sure this is as needed at Resurrection; we should still ask the question “what if?” 

7. Lift up new worship leaders. As we rethink worship, it’s important that we lift up new worship leaders. Since the first 
stay-at-home order was issued, worship leadership has been Henrietta, Wayne R., Evan, and me. Often, we have also 
been the readers for the day.  

Beloved, don’t be afraid of this new reality; God is doing a new thing so let’s get excited! 
-Darryl Thompson Powell, Pastor 
 

Resurrection Lutheran Church Council Meeting 
July 13, 2020 

Start time: 6:16 PM (due to technical problems) 
Devotional scripture: 2 Corinthians 4:13-18 
Highlights: 

- TV has been installed in the fellowship area! Currently being used for Wednesday Bible Study and Virtual Coffee Hour. Other uses will 

follow (including displaying confirmation photos). 

- Installation of council members postponed until a time when the congregation can be in attendance.  

- Current bank signatures will remain the same. 

- Jewel OSCO has requested a date that they can offer flu shots at Resurrection. Even though this sounds great, more information is needed 

to make a final decision. 

- A gift of $3,000 if available for RLC from the estate of Gloria Davis. The check is being held by the attorney for the estate and requires a 

notarized signature. The president and vice-president will make sure that is taken care of in a timely fashion. 

- The council voted that people entering the building must undergo a temperature check. This includes anyone entering for Sunday worship, 

Midweek Service, Bible Study, food pantry (volunteers and guests) and meetings. A no-contact thermometer is available and will be used. 

- All persons entering the building must wear a mask and practice social distancing. Because this is a state mandate, no vote was needed for 

approval. People should also use hand sanitizer or wash their hands when they enter the building. 

- The Outreach Committee has restructured to two separate food pantries (see their report in this newsletter for more details). 

Next council meeting: August 10, 2020. 
Adjournment: 8:08 PM 
Full council meeting minutes will be available at the church or by request after they are approved by the council.  



 
Hamilton Watch Party! 
Saturday, August 29 

2:00-5:00 PM 
If you don’t know, Pastor Darryl has been a big Hamilton fan since it arrived on Broadway (now you know!). 
He wants to share the experience with members of RLC! Join him at church for a viewing of the recently 
released Hamilton musical. The event is free but you must reserve a spot because space is limited (to 
maintain social distancing). Please bring a donation for the food pantry (including school supplies) and your 
favorite snack and non-alcoholic beverage. Freshly popped popcorn will be available! 
 
Masks will be required except when eating. If this viewing fills up quickly, a second date may be added. 
 
 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Drive-Thru Food Drive 
Sunday, August 23 
11:30 AM – 1:30 PM 

 

As the pandemic and economic uncertainties continue, each week we have more new guests who come to our food pantry. With 
the separation of the two sites (see the Outreach Committee report) and the closure of the Leyden Township Food Pantry, the 
numbers of guests each Monday could easily double (possibly triple!). To help with the expected increase, we will have a 
community-wide Drive-Thru Food Drive. The goal is to increase our supplies of things guests need regularly (non-perishable foods 
and toiletries) plus special needs like school supplies (including new backpacks) and grocery store gift cards (to be given to 
Leyden Family Services). Those donating can drive up to the front of the church and (if they want) not even get out of their car. As 
a bonus, those who wish can also receive communion (contactless, of course)! Please share this information with family, friends, 
and your social media sites. 
-_ 

 

Financial Summary 

June 2020 
 

June Income:       $9,362.26 
June Expenses:      ($2,423.68) 
June Profit/Gains:  $6,938.58 

 
YTD Income:               $30,464.12 

YTD Expenses:            ($45,333.37) 
YTD Income Shortfall: ($14,869.25) 
YTD Funds Losses:       ($ 9,187.17) 
YTD Total Shortfall:     ($24,056.42) 

    

 

June results reflect a shortfall in envelope income of $1,614.00 compared to 2020 budget. Investment gains of $4,701.24

 plus Plate, Initial Offering and Interest Income giving us a total income for the month of $9,362.26. Expenses came in at 
($2,423.68) way under budget due to PPP loan offsetting payroll and utility expenses, leaving us with an overall gain of 
$6,938.58 for the month. 
 
Our cash position as of 6/30/20 is $356,519.62 in total cash assets, spread across our investment, Money Market, Operating  
Accounts and other investments. Our monthly expenses are around $7,500.00 a month and our income is only around 
$5,100.00 a month.  If this continues, we will use $28,800.00 of our investments to cover our short fall in our income for the 
year. The Paycheck Protection Program from the Federal Government has helped us offset our payroll and utilities for the 
month of June, but it is now used up.  

 

 

God Bless. Be Healthy and Safe. 
 

Wayne Molley, Treasurer 

 

 

 
 



Interfaith Outreach Committee  

Grand Ave  �  Hawthone St 
 
After much prayerful consideration and discussions, our team has decided that it will be best for both volunteers and pantry guests 
alike if our two sites separate for operational purposes.  The Monday (Grand Ave) pantry will remain under RLC control at the 
church location.  The Saturday (Hawthorne St) pantry will now be under SABAH’s leadership, with 2 RLC members remaining as 
steady volunteers (others always welcome). 
 
The Monday site will retain the name Food 4 Life, as that name began with RLC years ago. 
 
The Saturday site will retain the name Interfaith Outreach and will continue to be the GCFD partner site that it has been for 2+ 
years now. 
 
The benefit to our guests is that they will now be welcomed at both pantries once per month, thus doubling the help that we can 
provide.      
 
We celebrate what we have done together in past years and look forward to what we will do both separately and as networking 
partners going forward! This is a new beginning!! 
 
We remain thankful to all who have supported our efforts along the way and ask that you keep that support coming.  Both pantries 
rely on partners, donors, friends and volunteers.   
   
Don’t be strangers to the Hawthorne site!  Open each Saturday from 10:00am – 1:00pm 

 

The Grand Avenue site is open on  

Mondays from 12:00 PM until 3:00 PM 
  

 

 

Church Calendar 

August 4              Finance Meeting                        6:30 pm 

August 10            Council Meeting                  6:00 pm    
August 18            Outreach Meeting                 6:30 pm 
August 23            Contactless Curbside        11:30 am  
                            Communion/Food Drive                
August 29            Hamilton Watch Party         2:00 pm 
August 30            Virtual Coffee Hour            11:00 am  

Mondays              Food Pantry/Clothing Closet       

                                                     12:00 pm – 3:00 pm 

Wednesdays        Midweek Worship Service  1:00 pm 

                             Bible Study                         2:00 pm  
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

  

 ‘Friend’ us or ‘Like’ us at Resurrection Lutheran Church.  
 

In an Emergency 
If you have an emergency outside office hours, you may reach Pastor Darryl at 847-258-5580. 

 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

    

Join us on August 30th, at 11:00 am for RLC's second Virtual Coffee Hour! Bring your 
favorite morning beverage and something to snack on as we fellowship virtually through 
Zoom at bit.ly/rlcfp-biblestudy. We would love to see you. If you prefer, you can join by 
phone (1-312-626-6799 / Meeting ID: 230 167 8868 / Password: 9777) 
 

    

 


