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Resurrection Lutheran Church is called by God to reach beyond our walls and share the Good News, 
bringing Christ to the world, through Prayer, Love and Action. 

 
 
Are you ready for Advent? Short answer: NO. Longer answer: So tell me again, what is Advent?  
This liturgical season, an important one, has an identity problem. A big part of this identity problem is because its much larger 

sibling, Christmas, overshadows it. Advent, and the celebration of this season, just gets in the way of the Christmas machine. In 
fact, Christmas simply runs over and crushes Advent before it has a chance to get moving.  

Let’s get back to the question of “what is Advent?”  Advent comes from the Latin word “adventus” which means “coming.”  St. 
Jerome, who first translated the bible into Latin, used “adventus” as the translation of the Greek word “parousia.” In the New 
Testament, it referred to the Second Coming of Christ. Advent, when it was first celebrated, was a period of preparation for Jesus’ 
second arrival.  In time, however, the remembrance of his first arrival, his birth, began to take precedence over the approaching 
second coming. Now, we just spend the better part of two months “getting ready for Christmas” while wearing ourselves out and 
into a frenzy. We need to think about how we, as a church and as a people, can reclaim Advent. We need to figure out how we can 
allow it to speak to and calm our weary and frantic souls, rather than being just one more thing we “have to do.”  

A careful, prayerful and intentional Advent season can have a significant impact on our celebration of Christmas. When we 
observe Advent, pre-Christmas activities can be seen in a different light. They become less important and even non-essential. 
Advent can help us slow down and pace ourselves. A slower pace makes us more aware of the promptings of the Holy Spirit, 
opening our eyes to all that is Holy around us. In the early church (and still in the Orthodox Church), Advent began on November 
15, 40 days before Christmas. This season was much like Lent, a season of dedication to prayer and repentance in which 
Christians prepared themselves for Christ’s Second Coming. In a throwback to Christ’s Jewish upbringing, the days of Advent were 
marked as beginning at sundown rather than with the rising of the sun. Therefore, first day of Advent for the Orthodox, is sundown 
on November 14th, rather than sunrise on the 15th.   

For us in the Lutheran Church, Advent 2019 begins on Sunday, December 1. In the days of Advent, I encourage you to 
consider marking your days as the Orthodox mark theirs. As you wind down from a hectic and busy day, laying your heads down 
on the pillow, pray for the grace to slow down, to pay attention, and listen to Christ in the world and in your heart. Pray for God to 
speak to you in your dreams granting you vision and discernment of the holy in your midst. Pray to see Christ being born in and 
around you. Pray for a Holy Advent. May it be so with you and yours.        -Darryl Thompson Powell 

 
Council Meeting November 11, 2019    

 

The Council meeting opened at 6:00 p.m.  Sue Flanagan read a devotion from Our Daily Bread titled “Lord’s Greatness”. 
 
Present:  Al Miralgio, Rich Andracki, Sue Koevenig, Lindsay Vega, Janet Campbell, Susan Flanagan 
Absent:  Pastor Thompson Powell, Lauren Obrzut 

 
A motion was made to approve the agenda.  The motion was seconded and passed.  A motion was made to approve the minutes 
from the October meeting.  The motion was seconded and passed. 
 
A discussion was held on How are we fulfilling our mission?  One member said we are small but mighty.  We have many outreach 
programs going on for a congregation of our size, such as the food pantry, clothing closet, participation in the Franklin Park 
parade, planting flowers, and Hunger Walk.  We will ponder on the idea of “What we need to do?” 
 
The voting results were discussed on the arrangement of the sanctuary.  The congregation decided to keep the altar on the east 
side of the building with an aisle down the middle.   
 
The Task Force is working with the parking lot guests to determine the best solution.  They will convene later this month and report 
to the council at the next meeting. 
 
Concern was mentioned about two trees in our neighbor’s lawn.  Both trees are dead and could be a hazard to the church if they 
fell.  One of these trees will block the view from our new sign on the west side of the building.  It was decided that we will cordially 
approach them about this issue. 



 
Alan called our insurance company concerning out parking lot guests.  The company stated that our policy would cover any 
problems that may arise.  However, any time claims are made, we risk having our rates increase.  The company suggested we let 
our neighbors and the police know about our arrangement. 
 
The Annual Meeting will be held on Sunday, January 26.  Budgets must be submitted to Finance by December 2.  Annual reports 
must be submitted to Linda by January 6.   
 
The Nominating Committee needs to begin recruiting people for Council.  Sue will talk to them.  Two members have completed 
their terms.  We need two or three new council members. 
 
Please have any items for the December newsletter to Linda by Thursday November 21.  The TV for photo display and basement 
stairs are on hold.  The amended changes to Special Congregation Mtg. on July 1, 2018 will be put on the Annual Meeting agenda.   
 
A motion was made to approve the Committee Reports.  A discussion was held on the Finance report concerning the reserves and 
receivables.  It was decided to wait until Pastor was back to discuss this at the next Council meeting.  Everyone was invited to the 
next Finance meeting on December 3.  The motion was seconded and passed. 
 
Refreshments were served by Susan Flanagan.  December refreshments will be served by Lauren Obrzut.  Motion was made to 
adjourn.  Motion was seconded and passed.  We closed with the Lord’s Prayer.  The meeting closed at 7:12 p.m. Next Council 
Meeting – December 9, 2019. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Susan Flanagan  
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Resurrection welcomed into Christ’s family a new addition, 

 Delilah Wren Molley,   
daughter of Brian & Robyn, and granddaughter of Wayne and Donna.  

 
 

 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Financial Summary 
October 2019 

 

October Income:     $7,378.74 
October Expenses:   ($9,612.13) 

Income:   ($2,233.39) 
YTD Income:    $119,111.86 

YTD Expenses:    ($94,525.40) 
Surplus / Deficit:     $24,486.46 

October results were back to our monthly norm, with our envelope income of $4,196.00, plus $137.04 Plate Income, Misc. 

Income, investment gains of $3,045.70 givingus a total net income of $7,378.74. Expenses came in at ($9,612.13), leaving us 
with an overall loss of $2,233.39 for the month and a surplus of $24,486.46 YTD. Our cash position is $372,442.97 in total 

cash assets, spread across our Investment, Money Market, Operating Accounts and other investments.  
Rich Andracki, Treasurer 

 
 



Interfaith Outreach Committee                     

       
 

Articles circulate this time of year about this being the season of giving.  While true that many people think about giving during November and 
December primarily, our team is at it 365 days a year!  Team members are typically active throughout each week in one form or another, not just 
on ‘OPEN’ pantry days.  We encourage everyone to help whenever and however you can and want you to know how grateful we are all year long 
for your gifts of time, money, food and clothing! 
 
We served a wonderful meal and provided warmth and fellowship at our annual Thanksgiving Community Dinner at SABAH. 
We passed out holiday gift bags containing a complete chicken dinner, complete with cookies to 135 pantry guests!  Thank you to GCFD and 
Exegistics for helping to make this possible! 
 
We collected new items for the Leyden “Holiday Gifts” program.  Toys, clothes, misc. household items, toiletries & non-perishable food items 
were given to Leyden on Dec 2nd. 
 
Special Thanks to: SABAH school students for monthly donations, Kiwanis of Bensenville and St. Paul’s Church for Thanksgiving contributions. 
 
Every season is a one in which we can and should be kind to one another.  Thank you!  
 
Our Pantry & Clothing Closet hours are:  
Mondays from 12:00 PM until 3:00 PM–Grand 
Saturdays from 10:00 AM until 1:00 PM-Hawthorne 

 
 

December Church Calendar 
December 3         Finance Meeting                       6:30 pm 
December 9         Council Meeting                  6:00 pm 
December 17       Outreach Meeting                6:30 pm    

Mondays              Food Pantry/Clothing Closet       

                                                     12:00 pm – 3:00 pm 

Wednesdays        Craft Club                           9:30 am  

                             Advent Service                   1:00 pm          

                             Bible Study                         2:00 pm  

                             Advent Service                   6:30 pm  

                             Choir Rehearsal                 7:30 pm 

Thursdays            Al-Anon                              7:30 pm 

Saturdays             Food Pantry/Clothing Closet      

                                                      10:00 am –1:00 pm   
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

‘Friend’ us or ‘Like’ us at Resurrection Lutheran Church.  
 

In an Emergency 
If you have an emergency outside office hours, you may reach Pastor Darryl at 847-258-5580. 

______________________________________ 

 
Christmas Eve Worship Service 

Tuesday 10:30 PM Christmas Eve Concert. 
Worship service to follow. 

Christmas Day – no worship service 


