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9777 Grand Avenue • Franklin Park, IL 60131 

Phone: 847.455.7013 

E-mail: office@rlcfp.org. - www.rlcfp.org 

Office Hours: 8:30 am - 2:30 pm Monday - Thursday 

Sunday Worship: 9:30 am 

Pastor Darryl Thompson Powell  

__________________________________ 
 

Resurrection Lutheran Church is called by God to reach beyond our walls and share the Good News, 
bringing Christ to the world, through Prayer, Love and Action. 

 
 

Think about what percentage of the ministry or events at Resurrection you like. It might be 95%. It’s probably not below 75%. When you 
consider the entire life and ministry of RLC, there are probably things you tolerate rather than enjoy: worship time, worship space, pastoral 
leadership, worship music, holiday services. Now, imagine making changes in our congregation’s ministry, events, and worship. Think about if 
you would prefer: 

• A vibrant or growing church where you like only 66% of what happens; or 
• A stagnant or dying church where you like almost all of what happens. 
Yes, this is an unrealistic, forced choice and false dichotomy. It’s still based on the reality that we are living out right now. Because of 

steadily declining membership and attendance, Resurrection’s participation and financial capacity has dropped tremendously over the last ten 
years. In 2008, the average worship attendance was 120 people. In 2018, the average had dropped to 28 people. Ten years ago, Resurrection 
had a full-time pastor. Now you have a ½-time pastor, and – even with a smaller building – the congregational budget still relies on the 
investments made from the sale of the former building. Resurrection has been able to make it every year by the grace of God and the generosity 
of RLC members and friends. Worship attendance is stable. Giving is up slightly. Members are generally happy. Here’s the big question for 
everyone to ponder: Is “happy” enough if we are not growing? 

When I agreed to be Resurrection’s interim pastor over two years ago, it was with the understanding that RLC didn’t want to just do what it 
takes to keep those who are here happy as long as possible. There was a sense that Resurrection was ready to take a big risk and make 
significant changes to position the congregation toward growth, new life, and new opportunities. Here’s what I didn’t make clear to you: doing so 
requires a significant investment of time, imagination, creativity, energy, and spiritual growth. It also requires deep and fervent prayer, 
congregational discernment for what to continue and what to let go, and together relearning scripture as authority. Those type of changes may 
produce anxiety, discomfort, or grief. Here’s the thing: since the boats have stopped coming from the old country and the baby boom is long 
past, there are usually only two ways that congregations grow: 1) Church becomes more relevant to the community, more responsive to the real 
needs in the neighborhood; 2) Church members grow in significant spiritual ways and it becomes known that the congregation is a place where 
people can meet God and grow in faith with members building relationships with unchurched people and inviting them to join the growth in faith. 

Becoming a church that will attract new disciples and birth new believers in Jesus requires a mature and active faith and a selfless approach 
to events, ministries and worship. Paul indicates this kind of selfless, mature faith when he addresses food offered to idols in 1 Corinthians 8. He 
acknowledges that he himself would not be harmed or uplifted by eating meat previously offered to idols. But if his eating of “idol meat” might 
cause his brother or sister to falter in faith, he won’t worry about what makes him happy and instead will stop eating that meat altogether. “If food 
is a cause of their falling, I will never eat meat, so that I may not cause one of them to fall” (vs. 13).  

Resurrection, let’s actively work to help others know the good news of Jesus Christ and not just do what makes us happy. 
 

     -Darryl Thompson Powell (with lots of help from Carla!) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Council Meeting October 2019    
 

Bible Study   
The power was out on the south side of the block.  It was decided that the bible study normally conducted at the 
beginning of the meeting would be postponed until the next meeting.  Pastor Darryl Thompson Powell opened the 
meeting with prayer. 
 

Business 
The first order of business was to approve the agenda.  A recommendation to add the people who park their car in the 
parking lot to item 14 was suggested.  A motion was made to approve the revised agenda.  Motion was seconded and 
passed. A motion was then made to approve the minutes from the September meeting.  Motion was seconded and 
passed. 
 

It was determined that a set of questions would lead the discussion of the Vision and Mission of Resurrection.  
Because of the situation with the lights, this month’s question would be put on the November agenda.  The 
congregation has been individually voting on the arrangement of the sanctuary.  Voting will be taken until the end of 
October. 
 

Sue Flanagan and Alan Miralgio went downtown to turn in the paperwork on our tax-exempt status.  The church will 
receive a refund of $11,281.84 on the 2018 taxes in about two months. 
 

A check from the sale of the organ was received and deposited in our account. 
 

A leak was found in the roof over Pastor’s office.  When Wayne and Ron investigated, they found a pan of water 
above the tiles of the ceiling that gathered water from a leak in the roof.  The pan overflowed during a rainstorm and 
water leaked into Pastor’s  
 

 

office on his table.  Wayne and Ron called a roofer who fixed the seams in the roof and cleaned the drain.  We have 
had heavy rain since the repairs and have not had any problem.     
  
The church had a free service that recorded anyone who rang the doorbell in the back.  These recordings are saved.  
It has allowed Pastor and Linda to check the overnight activity in the parking lot.  If we are to continue this service, it 
will cost $30.00 per year.  A motion was made to continue this service for one year.  Motion was seconded and 
passed.   
 

The church’s old copy machine no longer works.  A motion was made to have Linda check places that will take the 
copy machine at no cost to the church.  Motion was seconded and passed. 
 

There was a discussion about the two people who have their car parked in the parking lot.  The car no longer runs.  
This mother and son have also been facing new challenges in their lives.  Four people from the congregation have 
been assisting them over the past several months.  This group of four will meet with the two to discuss guidelines and 
resources that are currently available.   
 

Pastor Darryl could not print his report for this month due to the power outage.  He will email council his report in the 
next few days.  A motion was made to accept the Committee reports.  Motion was seconded and passed. 
 

Refreshments were served by Susan Koevenig.  Refreshments will be served in November by Lauren Obrzut.  The 
next council meeting is scheduled for November 11, 2019.  A motion was made to adjourn the meeting.  Motion was 
seconded and passed.   
 

The meeting adjourned at 6:58. The meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer.  
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Susan Flanagan 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________   

 

 

 

 

 

 



Financial Summary 
September 2019 

 

September Income:     $26,962.06 
September Expenses:   ($10,015.68) 

Income:     $16,946.38 
 

YTD Income:   $111,633.12 
YTD Expenses:   ($84,913.27) 

Surplus / Deficit:      $26,719.85 
    

    SSSSeptember results include RLC receiving the funds from the sale of our organ, which drove our month end results 

through the roof. Other September specifics include envelope income of $5,645.30, plus $55.00 Plate Income, Misc. 
Income (organ proceeds) of $19,236.00 and investment gains of $2,025.74 giving us a total net income of 
$26,962.06. Expenses came in at ($10,015.68), leaving us with an overall gain of $16,946.38 for the month and a 
surplus of $26,719.85 YTD. 

 

 Year to Date we are out performing our budgeted income significantly, thanks to a strong stock market this year and 
the sale of the organ. Our cash position is $376,698.26 in total cash assets, spread across our Investment, Money 
Market, Operating Accounts and other Investments. 

 
 

Rich Andracki, Treasurer 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Interfaith Outreach Committee              

 
We will be serving all who are in need of a warm safe place to enjoy a meal and some fellowship at our annual Thanksgiving 
Community Dinner.  All are welcome! We are once again hosting it along with our friends at SABAH at 9920 W. Grand Ave.  We 
will serve on Thanksgiving Day from Noon – 2:00 PM. Contact Lois if you’d like to help, or to add your name to the attendance 
sheet (708) 638-2320. 
 
On Nov. 24

th
 we will be passing out this year’s holiday gifts to our pantry guests.  A re-usable insulated grocery tote with a 

Food4Life logo imprinted on it.  Inside, a 5-6 lb. chicken, 5 lbs. 
of potatoes, stuffing, canned vegetables, cornbread, cookies, etc. 
 
Help us in collecting new items for the Leyden “Holiday Gifts” program.  New: toys, clothes in varied sizes (child thru adult), misc. 
household items, toiletries & non-perishable food items are all appreciated.  Deliver to RLC by Dec 1

st
. 

 
YTD thru mid-Oct., we’ve served 1,050 families!  
 
We are thankful for our neighboring faith communities, individual donors, neighborhood companies and friends for all donations.  
  
Our volunteers are the best!  Thank you all!! 
 

Our Pantry & Clothing Closet hours are:  

Mondays from 12:00 PM until 3:00 PM–Grand 

Saturdays from 10:00 AM until 1:00 PM-Hawthorne 

 

 

 



 

All SaintAll SaintAll SaintAll Saints’ s’ s’ s’ SundaySundaySundaySunday  

All Saints Sunday is a time to remember loved ones who have passed away during the past year. On Sunday November 3, the 

following members of Resurrection will be remembered and included in our prayers:                             

Russell Kraemer 11/26/2018 

William Cooper 12/22/2018 

Norine Egan 12/28/2018 

Judi Wehrmeister 5/14/2019 
Marge Andrews 8/08/2019 

 

 

 
 

 

 

November Church Calendar 

November 5th       Finance Meeting                       6:00 pm 

November 11th     Council Meeting                  6:00 pm 
November 19th     Outreach Meeting                6:30 pm    

Mondays              Food Pantry/Clothing Closet       

                                                     12:00 pm – 3:00 pm 

Wednesdays        Craft Club                           9:30 am  

                             Bible Study                         2:00 pm  

                             Choir Rehearsal                 7:00 pm 

Thursdays            Al-Anon                              7:30 pm 

Saturdays             Food Pantry/Clothing Closet      

                                                      10:00 am –1:00 pm   
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

‘Friend’ us or ‘Like’ us at Resurrection Lutheran Church.  
 

In an Emergency 
If you have an emergency outside office hours, you may reach Pastor Darryl at 847-258-5580. 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
    


