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Resurrection Lutheran Church 
9777 Grand Avenue  

Franklin Park, IL 60131 
Phone:  847-455-7013   

E-mail: office@rlcfp.org, Website: www.rlcfp.org   
 

Resurrection Lutheran Church is called by God, to reach beyond our walls and share the  
Good News, bringing Christ to the world through Prayer, Love, and Action. 

 
 

Sunday, December 13, 2020—9:30 AM 

 

Third Sunday of Advent 
 

Holy Communion 
 
All are welcome to commune and receive Christ in bread and wine. Please fill out  
a communion card  and give it to the usher when coming forward for Communion.  

 
INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 
“Rejoice always,” begins the reading from 1 Thessalonians. Isaiah and the psalmist 
make clear that God is turning our mourning into laughter and shouts of joy. “All 
God’s children got a robe,” go the words of a spiritual. It is not so much a stately, for-
mal, pressed outfit as it is a set of party clothes, clothes we are happy to wear. We re-
ceive that robe in baptism, and in worship we gather for a foretaste of God’s party. 
 
 
WELCOME 

 
CENTERING PRAYER 

 
CENTERING MUSIC                        

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS           
The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at  
baptism, as the presiding minister begins.  
 

P    Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy  
        endures forever.  
C   Amen. 
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P     God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us  
      from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we 
      may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus  
      Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
C   Amen.  
 
P    Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  
 
Time of silence and self-examination 
 
P    Gracious God,  
C    have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given our- 
      selves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your 
      compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and 
      things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, 
      so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our 
      Savior and Lord. Amen.  
  

P    God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us  
      alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of  Jesus  
      Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through  
      the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.  
C   Amen. 
 
 
PEACE 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
 
 
SHARING OF PEACE      

 
OPENING HYMN                                                                                           ELW #242 
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GREETING 
P      The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
       Spirit be with you all. 
C    And also with you. 
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LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
 

P   Watch and wait for Christ’s coming! 
      Light candles of hope, peace, joy, and love, remembering the promises of God with  
      prayer. 
 

P    We light this candle in hope. 
      We light this candle for peace. 
      We light this candle for joy 
 
 
HYMN                                  “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”                      ELW #257                           
                                                              (verses 5 & 6)            
 

5 O come, O Key of David, come 
and open wide our heavenly home. 
Make safe the way that leads on high, 
and close the path to misery. Refrain 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
shall come to you, O Israel.  

6 O come, O Dayspring, come and cheer: 
O sun of justice, now draw near 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
and death’s  dark shadow put to flight. Refrain 
 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
shall come to you, O Israel.  
                                                                               
 
  
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P    Let us pray 
C   Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open our ears to the  
      words of your prophets, that, anointed by your Spirit, we may testify to your  
      light; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
      and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
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Please be seated 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11    
 
    1The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, 
  because the Lord has anointed me; 
 he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, 
  to bind up the brokenhearted, 
 to proclaim liberty to the captives, 
  and release to the prisoners; 
 2to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor, 
  and the day of vengeance of our God; 
  to comfort all who mourn; 
 3to provide for those who mourn in Zion— 
  to give them a garland instead of ashes, 
 the oil of gladness instead of mourning, 
  the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. 
 They will be called oaks of righteousness, 
  the planting of the Lord, to display his glory. 
 4They shall build up the ancient ruins, 
  they shall raise up the former devastations; 
 they shall repair the ruined cities, 
  the devastations of many generations.   
 
  8For I the Lord love justice, 
  I hate robbery and wrongdoing; 
 I will faithfully give them their recompense, 
  and I will make an everlasting covenant with them. 
 9Their descendants shall be known among the nations, 
  and their offspring among the peoples; 
 all who see them shall acknowledge 
  that they are a people whom the Lord has blessed. 
 10I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, 
  my whole being shall exult in my God; 
 for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, 
  he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 
 as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, 
  and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.   
    11For as the earth brings forth its shoots, 
  and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, 
 so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise 
  to spring up before all the nations.  
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L The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
PSALM: Psalm 126 (read responsively)  
 
      1When the Lord restored the for- | tunes of Zion, 
  then were we like | those who dream. 
 2Then was our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue with | shouts of joy. 
  Then they said among the nations, “The Lord has done great | things for  
       them.” 
 3The Lord has done great | things for us, 
  and we are | glad indeed. 
 4Restore our for- | tunes, O Lord, 
  like the watercourses | of the Negeb.  
 5Those who | sowed with tears 
  will reap with | songs of joy. 
 6Those who go out weeping, carry- | ing the seed, 
  will come again with joy, shoulder- | ing their sheaves.   
 
 
 
 
SECOND READING: 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24  
 
16Rejoice always, 17pray without ceasing, 18give thanks in all circumstances; for this is 
the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 19Do not quench the Spirit. 20Do not despise the 
words of prophets, 21but test everything; hold fast to what is good; 22abstain from every 
form of evil. 
  23May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul 
and body be kept sound and blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24The one 
who calls you is faithful, and he will do this.  
 
P    The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 



7 

Stand as you are able 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                                                             Page 188 

 
GOSPEL: John 1:6-8, 19-28   
P The holy gospel according to John  
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to testi-
fy to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He himself was not the light, but 
he came to testify to the light.  
 
 
19This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jeru-
salem to ask him, “Who are you?” 20He confessed and did not deny it, but confessed, “I 
am not the Messiah.” 21And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I 
am not.” “Are you the prophet?” He answered, “No.” 22Then they said to him, “Who are 
you? Let us have an answer for those who sent us. What do you say about your-
self?” 23He said, 
 “I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, 
 ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ ” 
as the prophet Isaiah said. 
  24Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. 25They asked him, “Why then are you 
baptizing if you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?” 26John answered  
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 them, “I baptize with water. Among you stands one whom you do not know, 27the one 
who is coming after me; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.” 28This took 
place in Bethany across the Jordan where John was baptizing.  
 
P The gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
Please be seated 
SERMON                                                                    Pastor Darryl Thompson Powell 
 
 
Stand as you are able 
HYMN OF THE DAY                                                                                   ELW #252 
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APOSTLES’ CREED   
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
        creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  
       who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
       born of the virgin Mary, 
       suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
       was crucified, died, and was buried; 
       he descended to the dead.*    
 
On the third day he rose again;   
       he ascended into heaven,  
       he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
       and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
        the holy catholic church, 
       the communion of saints, 
       the forgiveness of sins, 
       the resurrection of the body, 
        and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION—God of power and might, comfort your people and 
come quickly to this weary world. Hear our prayers for everyone in need. .   
 
A brief silence.  Each petition ends: 
 

P       Hear us, O God.   
C     Your mercy is great.  
 
P     Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake of your Son, Jesus 

Christ our Lord.   
C    Amen. 
 
 
Please be seated 
OFFERING 
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OFFERTORY SONG                      “We Are an Offering”                         ELW #692 
 
We lift our voices, we lift our hands,  
we lift our lives up to you:  
we are an offering.  
Lord use our voices, Lord use our hands, 
Lord use our lives, they are yours: 
we are an offering 
 
All that we have, all that we are, 
all that we hope to be, 
we give to you, we give to you. 
 
We lift our voices, we lift our hands, 
we lift our lives up to you: 
we are an offering, we are an offering.  
 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
P     Let us pray. 
C    God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation,  
       and with them our very lives. Teach us patience and hope as we care for all  
       those in need until the coming of your Son, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
 
SENDING SONG                                                                                            ELW #248 
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Please be seated 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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DIALOGUE 
P     The Lord be with you. 
C    And also with you. 
 

P     Lift up your hearts. 
C    We lift them up to the Lord.   
 

P     Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C    It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                                                                                     Page 190 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER           
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
       hallowed be thy name, 
       thy kingdom come, 
       thy will be done, 
          on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
       as we forgive those 
            who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
       but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
       and the power, and the glory, 
       forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION - all are invited *gluten free wafers are available. 
 
 

Please be seated 
LAMB OF GOD                                                                                              Page 191 
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TABLE BLESSING 
P      The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his  
         grace. 
C   Amen. 
 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
P Let us pray.  
C   God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day when the  
      hungry will be fed with good things. Send us forth to make known your deeds  
      and to proclaim the greatness of your name, through Jesus Christ, our Savior  
      and Lord. Amen. 
 
 
BLESSING 
P    The Lord bless you and keep you.  
      The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.   
      The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.  
C   Amen. 
 
 
SENDING MUSIC   
 
 
DISMISSAL 
P    Go in peace and do something. Christ is with you.  
C   Thanks be to God.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS003703. 
 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

      
Pastor                                                          Darryl Thompson Powell   
Director of Music   Henrietta Atkin 
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   The flowers on the altar today are to the glory of God.   
 
 

 
 
TODAY’S SCHEDULE 
          9:30 am     Worship, Holy Communion   
        11:00 am        Contactless Curbside Communion 
 
         

THIS WEEK AT RESURRECTION 

 
Monday, December 14 
        12:00 pm       Food Pantry & Clothing Closet   
          6:00 pm       Council Meeting 
          
Tuesday, December 15 
  
Wednesday, December 16  
          1:00 pm      Midweek Worship Service     
          2:00 pm      Bible Study  

 
Thursday, December 17  

 
Friday, December 18     
          Pastor Darryl’s Sabbath  

 
Saturday, December 19 
 
Sunday, December 20   
          9:30 am         Worship, Holy Communion    
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    All donations are appreciated. The items that are currently 
    in need are: macaroni & cheese, peanut butter, jelly, tuna,  
    and side dishes. Thank you!  
 
 

    
 
  Lutheran Social Services Christmas Program Update. 
 
  We received $290.00 from member donations and exceeded our  
  Goal of $250.00! Thank you to everyone that contributed!         
 
 

 
ELCA WORLD HUNGER 
 
Every donation between now and the end of the year will be matched - dollar for dollar-  
until they reach $265,000. Your donation must be received in the office by December 27  
Make your check payable to Resurrection Lutheran Church and put “ELCA World Hun-
ger in the memo line. Or you can make a secure online donation at ELCA.org/hunger.  
 
 
 
PRAY FOR MEMBERS: Delores G, Irv K, Marvin K, and all of our homebound 
members. 

 
FRIENDS AND FAMILY OF RLC MEMBERS: Sue Boldt, Rita Von Ratzka’s 
friends Dottie and Billy Golden, Beth Silenzi’s friend Luke and his family, Kathy  
Kossack’s grandson Art, Sue Flanagan’s son Robert, housekeeping staff at hospitals  
and nursing homes, Fred Shoemaker, Atour and her father Fuodor and sister Marina, 
Lynn and her family, Karen Shumaker’s brother Curtis, John, Elaine, Lamone Carter, 
Eileen Gorski, Jacob Corona-Strong, Russ Sprenger’s daughter Kimberly Shubinski, 
Henrietta’s daughter Sophia, Linda Bike, Lois Sullivan’s father Don Scharlow, Chris-
tine Riep, Christine Steiskal and family, and Janet Grace’s son-in-law Scott Backus.    
 
THOSE SERVING IN THE MILITARY: Josiah Gross, Edward Scharlow, 
Joseph Rachmaciej, Mike Brimie, Robert Dilks, and Mike Ignoffo.   
 
 
 


