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Resurrection Lutheran Church 
9777 Grand Avenue  

Franklin Park, IL 60131 
Phone:  847-455-7013   

E-mail: office@rlcfp.org, Website: www.rlcfp.org   
 

Resurrection Lutheran Church is called by God, to reach beyond our walls and share the  
Good News, bringing Christ to the world through Prayer, Love, and Action. 

 
 

Sunday, December 20, 2020—9:30 AM 

 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 

Holy Communion 
 
All are welcome to commune and receive Christ in bread and wine. Please fill out  
a communion card  and give it to the usher when coming forward for Communion.  

 
INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 
God keeps the promise made to David to give him an everlasting throne. The angel tells 
Mary that God will give David’s throne to her son Jesus. She is perplexed by Gabriel’s 
greeting and by the news of her coming pregnancy, but she is able still to say, “Count 
me in.” We who know that Jesus is called king only as he is executed still find it a mys-
tery hard to fathom, but with Mary today we hear the news of what God is up to and 
say, “Count us in.” 
 
 
WELCOME 

 
CENTERING PRAYER 

 
CENTERING MUSIC                        

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS           
The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at  
baptism, as the presiding minister begins.  
 

P    Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy  
        endures forever.  
C   Amen. 
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P     God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us  
      from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we 
      may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus  
      Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
C   Amen.  
 
P    Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  
 
Time of silence and self-examination 
 
P    Gracious God,  
C    have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given our- 
      selves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your 
      compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and 
      things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, 
      so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our 
      Savior and Lord. Amen.  
  

P    God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us  
      alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of  Jesus  
      Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through  
      the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.  
C   Amen. 
 
 
 
PEACE 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
 
 
 
SHARING OF PEACE      
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OPENING HYMN                                                                                           ELW #263 

 
GREETING 
P      The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
       Spirit be with you all. 
C    And also with you. 
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LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
 

P   Watch and wait for Christ’s coming! 
      Light candles of hope, peace, joy, and love, remembering the promises of God with  
      prayer. 
 

P    We light this candle in hope. 
      We light this candle for peace. 
      We light this candle in joy. 
      We light this candle with love. 
 
 
HYMN                                  “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”                      ELW #257                           
                                                              (verses 7 & 8)            
 

7 O come, O Key of nations come, 
O Cornerstone that binds in one: 
refresh the hearts that long for you; 
restore the broken, make us new. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
shall come to you, O Israel.  

8 O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
and ransom captive Israel, 
that morns in lonely exile here 
until the Son of God appear.  
 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
shall come to you, O Israel.  
                                                                               
 
  
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P    Let us pray 
C   Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and  
      might, free us from the sin that would obstruct your mercy, that willingly we  
      may bear your redeeming love to all the world, for you live and reign with the  
      Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
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Please be seated 
FIRST READING: 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16  
 
1Now when the king was settled in his house, and the Lord had given him rest from all his  
enemies around him, 2the king said to the prophet Nathan, “See now, I am living in a house 
of cedar, but the ark of God stays in a tent.” 3Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all that you  
have in mind; for the Lord is with you.” 
  4But that same night the word of the Lord came to Nathan: 5Go and tell my servant David: 
Thus says the Lord: Are you the one to build me a house to live in? 6I have not lived in a  
house since the day I brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have been  
moving about in a tent and a tabernacle. 7Wherever I have moved about among all the people 
of Israel, did I ever speak a word with any of the tribal leaders of Israel, whom I commanded 
to shepherd my people Israel, saying, “Why have you not built me a house of cedar?” 8Now  
therefore thus you shall say to my servant David: Thus says the Lord of hosts: I took you  
from the pasture, from following the sheep to be prince over my people Israel; 9and I have  
been with you wherever you went, and have cut off all your enemies from before you; and I  
will make for you a great name, like the name of the great ones of the earth. 10And I will  
appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant them, so that they may live in their own  
place, and be disturbed no more; and evildoers shall afflict them no more, as formerly,  
11from the time that I appointed judges over my people Israel; and I will give you rest from  
all your enemies. Moreover the Lord declares to you that the Lord will make you a house. 
16Your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me; your throne  
shall be established forever.  
 
L The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
PSALM: Psalm Luke 1:46b-55 (read responsively)  
 
     46bMy soul proclaims the greatness | of the Lord, 
  47my spirit rejoices in | God my Savior, 
 48for you, Lord, have looked with favor on your | lowly servant. 
  From this day all generations will | call me blessed: 
 49you, the Almighty, have done great | things for me 
  and holy | is your name. 
 50You have mercy on | those who fear you, 
  from generation to | generation.  
 51You have shown strength | with your arm 
  and scattered the proud in | their conceit,  
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   52casting down the mighty | from their thrones 
  and lifting | up the lowly. 
 53You have filled the hungry | with good things 
  and sent the rich | away empty. 
 54You have come to the aid of your | servant Israel, 
  to remember the prom- | ise of mercy, 
 55the promise made | to our forbears, 
  to Abraham and his chil- | dren forever.   
 
 

SECOND READING: Romans 16:25-27  
 
25Now to God who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the proclama-
tion of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for 
long ages 26but is now disclosed, and through the prophetic writings is made known to 
all the Gentiles, according to the command of the eternal God, to bring about the obedi-
ence of faith—27to the only wise God, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forev-
er! Amen.  
 

P    The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Stand as you are able 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                                                             Page 188 
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GOSPEL: Luke 1:26-38  
P The holy gospel according to John  
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Naza-
reth, 27to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The 
virgin’s name was Mary. 28And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The 
Lord is with you.” 29But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort 
of greeting this might be. 30The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have 
found favor with God. 31And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and 
you will name him Jesus. 32He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most 
High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. 33He will 
reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 34Mary 
said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” 35The angel said to her, “The 
Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; 
therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 36And now, 
your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth 
month for her who was said to be barren. 37For nothing will be impossible with 
God.” 38Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according 
to your word.” Then the angel departed from her.  
 
P The gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Please be seated 
SERMON                                                                    Pastor Darryl Thompson Powell 

 
Stand as you are able 
HYMN OF THE DAY                                                                                   ELW #251 
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APOSTLES’ CREED   
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
        creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  
       who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
       born of the virgin Mary, 
       suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
       was crucified, died, and was buried; 
       he descended to the dead.*    
 
On the third day he rose again;   
       he ascended into heaven,  
       he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
       and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
        the holy catholic church, 
       the communion of saints, 
       the forgiveness of sins, 
       the resurrection of the body, 
        and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION—God of power and might, comfort your people and 
come quickly to this weary world. Hear our prayers for everyone in need.    
 
A brief silence.  Each petition ends: 
 

P       Hear us, O God.   
C     Your mercy is great.  
 
P     Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake of your Son, Jesus 

Christ our Lord.   
C    Amen. 
 
 
Please be seated 
OFFERING 
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OFFERTORY SONG                      “We Are an Offering”                         ELW #692 
 
We lift our voices, we lift our hands,  
we lift our lives up to you:  
we are an offering.  
Lord use our voices, Lord use our hands, 
Lord use our lives, they are yours: 
we are an offering 
 
All that we have, all that we are, 
all that we hope to be, 
we give to you, we give to you. 
 
We lift our voices, we lift our hands, 
we lift our lives up to you: 
we are an offering, we are an offering.  
 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
P     Let us pray. 
C    God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation,  
       and with them our very lives. Teach us patience and hope as we care for all  
       those in need until the coming of your Son, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
 
SENDING SONG                                                                                            ELW #250 
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Please be seated 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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DIALOGUE 
P     The Lord be with you. 
C    And also with you. 
 

P     Lift up your hearts. 
C    We lift them up to the Lord.   
 

P     Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C    It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                                                                                     Page 190 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER           
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
       hallowed be thy name, 
       thy kingdom come, 
       thy will be done, 
          on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
       as we forgive those 
            who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
       but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
       and the power, and the glory, 
       forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION - all are invited *gluten free wafers are available. 
 
 

Please be seated 
LAMB OF GOD                                                                                              Page 191 
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TABLE BLESSING 
P      The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his  
         grace. 
C   Amen. 
 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
P Let us pray.  
C   God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day when the  
      hungry will be fed with good things. Send us forth to make known your deeds  
      and to proclaim the greatness of your name, through Jesus Christ, our Savior  
      and Lord. Amen. 
 
 
BLESSING 
P    The Lord bless you and keep you.  
      The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.   
      The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.  
C   Amen. 
 
 
SENDING MUSIC   
 
 
DISMISSAL 
P    Go in peace and do something. Christ is with you.  
C   Thanks be to God.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS003703. 
 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

      
Pastor                                                          Darryl Thompson Powell   
Director of Music   Henrietta Atkin 
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   The flowers on the altar today are from Linda Andrade in memory  
   of her brother Jeff’s birthday on Christmas Eve.     
 
 

 
 
TODAY’S SCHEDULE 
          9:30 am     Worship, Holy Communion   
         
         

THIS WEEK AT RESURRECTION 

 
Monday, December 21 
        12:00 pm       Food Pantry & Clothing Closet   
                    
Tuesday, December 22 
  
Wednesday, December 23  

           
Thursday, December 24—Christmas Eve 
        4:00 pm      Worship Service 
         10:30 pm      Concert 
         11:00 pm      Worship Service 

 
Friday, December 25—Christmas Day      
           9:30 am      Pre-recorded Service 

  
Saturday, December 26 
 
Sunday, December 27   
          9:30 am         Worship, Holy Communion    
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    All donations are appreciated. The items that are currently 
    in need are: pasta sauce, pasta, macaroni & cheese, peanut 
    butter, jelly, tuna, and side dishes. Thank you!  
 
 

    
 
ELCA WORLD HUNGER 
 
Every donation between now and the end of the year will be matched - dollar for dollar-  
until they reach $265,000. Your donation must be received in the office by December 27  
Make your check payable to Resurrection Lutheran Church and put “ELCA World Hun-
ger in the memo line. Or you can make a secure online donation at ELCA.org/hunger.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRAY FOR MEMBERS: Delores G, Irv K, Marvin K, and all of our homebound 
members. 

 
FRIENDS AND FAMILY OF RLC MEMBERS: Sue Boldt, Rita Von Ratzka’s 
friend Billy Golden, Beth Silenzi’s friend Luke and his family, Kathy Kossack’s  
grandson Art, Sue Flanagan’s son Robert, housekeeping staff at hospitals and nursing 
homes, Fred Shoemaker, Atour and her father Fuodor and sister Marina, Lynn and her 
family, Karen Shumaker’s brother Curtis, John, Elaine, Lamone Carter, Eileen Gorski, 
Jacob Corona-Strong, Russ Sprenger’s daughter Kimberly Shubinski, Henrietta’s 
daughter Sophia, Linda Bike, Lois Sullivan’s father Don Scharlow, Christine Riep, 
Christine Steiskal and family, and Janet Grace’s son-in-law Scott Backus.    
 
THOSE SERVING IN THE MILITARY: Josiah Gross, Edward Scharlow, 
Joseph Rachmaciej, Mike Brimie, Robert Dilks, and Mike Ignoffo.   
 
 


